
April 27, 2018

Alan Yochelson
Public Integrity Division
Los Angeles County District Attorney

Dear Mr. Yochelson,

I am writing to report a violation of the Brown Act by the South Park Stakeholders Group
(“SPSG”). SPSG administers the South Park Business Improvement District (“SPBID”)
under contract to the City of Los Angeles. The SPSG is an owners’ association under the
terms of California Streets and Highways Code §36612, by virtue of which it is subject to
the Brown Act “. . . at all times when matters within the subject matter of the district are
heard, discussed, or deliberated.”

On April 26, 2018 The SPSG held a meeting of its board of directors at its office at
1100 S. Flower Street Suite 3400 in Los Angeles. When I attempted to enter the building
to attend the board meeting I was informed by a security guard that visitors are required
to sign in before they’re allowed to enter any of the suites, even if they’re entering to attend
a meeting that must be compliant with Brown Act requirements. I asked him to call up to
the SPSG office to confirm that this was true but he said that he didn’t have their phone
number.

While I was discussing this with the security guard, Paul Keller, who is a member of
the SPSG board, told me that he was aware of the building policy and that it was not a
violation of the Brown Act to require visitors to sign in prior to attending a meeting if it
was the building management requiring them to sign in rather than the SPSG. Thus at least
one member of the SPSG board is aware of this policy and approves it.

The ability to attend public meetings without being required to register one’s name is a
fundamental right of the people of California. I therefore request that you investigate this
incident and, if you so find, warn the SPSG that their actions violate California law.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter,

Mike
Los Angeles, CA
mike@michaelkohlhaas.org

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=SHC&sectionNum=36612.

